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Getting Hold of the Life of Homeless People as Structure
Graduate School of Osaka City University Tsumaki Shingo
Summary
Nojukusya ( homeless people in Japan ) have been confronted with abrupt changes of
their life environment in the process of becoming Nojukusya. The purpose of this paper is to
comprehend the process from disorganization of life structure as non— Nojukusya to organi-
zation of it as Nojukusya. The analysis in this paper is based on the result of the research in
‘which we got examine for 672 Nojukusya in 1999. Nojukusya’s life may be regarded as the
'symbol of irregular life (“ living from hand to mouth ”) , the life which has no structure, and
Esimply survival. However, the life certainly has a life structure which is showed as “ life pat-
‘tern "and “life norm ", though it is difficult to grasp them clearly. At first, they try to
regain the life structure at the time when they were non — Nojukusya, but can’t do it. So they
- Come to organize life structure as Nojukusya. Organizing the life structure as Nojukusya
Seems to be opposite to trying to regain the life structure as non-Nojukusya. But both of
£ them are based on the same ideology of the civil society: ” We should live a life by working

”

- ourselves ” .
- Key words : Nojukusya, life structure, ideologies in civil society
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