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The Function of Kamagasaki (Yoseba)

in the Port Shipping Industry Between the 1950s and 1960s

Takeshi1 HARAGUCHI

Kamagasaki (Airin District), located in Nishinari Ward, Osaka city, is known
as yoseba. Yoseba is the term which signifies an area in which is concentrated
daily-hire laborers. This paper clarifies the reason why the daily labor market
was institutionalized in this area. To clarify this point, this paper examines the
structure of the daily-hire market in Osaka city and the function of Kamagasaki
in the market during the late 1950s and the early 1960s, in particular focusing
on the port labor market.

I will argue the following points. First, I will survey the structure of the harbor
shipping industry. The industry consisted of subcontracts between companies,
which were caused by business fluctuation. Under such conditions, the private
recruiters played a role in hiring daily-laborers. Secondly, I will show the actual
conditions of supply of daily-laborers in the case of Osaka port. The demand
for port labor increased during the late 1950s and the early 1960s, because the
volume of cargo increased rapidly. Private recruiters employed daily-hire laborers
of Kamagasaki to cope with this situation. Thirdly, I will explain why employment
offices couldn’t exclude private recruiters and show the discriminative and
exploitative situations which the daily-hire laborers had to cope with.

Keywords : Kamagasaki, Yoseba, labor market, daily-hire laborers, port labor,
fluctuation
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