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Otamasan is a woman singer who stands at every
door of a village-town to sing a song and ob-
tains a small money. One day she has been invi-

- ted at a' big restaurant ‘to sing before six
play boys of Hatamoto, i.e. the retainers of

the Shogun. Tn those davs, thé caste indicates
Otama-san to sit 1in the court of the rest-
aurant even to sing a song before the gentle-
meny Tn a sense of a westerner, she is a gypsy
girl, but in Japan, a singer, an actor and actor-
ess have been regarded like a beggar, a homeless
wanderer and oppressed so far as to be depried
their lives at the mercy of the Samurai clan.

Of cause a strongwilled person has revolted, but
even now such bad custom can be recognized for
the minority, the class consisted of a grave digg-
er, a butcher, a prostitue and an Ainu, :
The author of Daibosatu- Toge shows not only an
empathy to such people, but makes an assault

on the gentlemen with a stoic ethics in simialr
to that of a gentleman, so the latter feels his
shame as he refrects himself in a mirror. It may
be asserted as a literay device, yet I discern
it his anarchism when he had acquainted with
Kotoku and his comrades in his youth.

Otama-san appeares with a shaggy dog and sits on
a rug, then accompanying a Shamisen (-a Japanese
palalaika) begins to sing a song of Mano Yamano
Uta, a moral song of Buhddism, sorrowfully.

. In the morn ana eve
Yube Agitana Kaneno koe Y ¢
Jakumetsu Traku to hibikedomo g;nfée??gyré?geigzg
K};tg odoroku Hltozonashl' 1 Nirvana/ O
Hanawa chiritemokHaruqﬁaihiraku 22eh;:rs?iprlzed
Toriwa Furusue kaeredomo :
Yukite¥*kaeranu Shidenotabi.
B 2 e e MR S ************
to bloom in the spring/ the bird flies-to his'6l4
nest/ but no one returns from his death journey.

The flower falls
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Hashlmoto

As a coeditor of this organ, I w111 write sometlmes a ghor
article. from now on.

**************************
December is the last month of :the year. Tempo of the scien-
tific -age is so swift as many eventes have passed around us
and fallen into oblivion leaving us far behind. Thus we han
meager chance to touch upon an event. The difference. of his
torical conscience between a Japanese and an European is
that the' former lacks eschatology and see the time a circle
The year goes round in four seasons,while our life circle i
also divided into four periods,childhood,youth,manhood, anc
theioldvage, So far as this, it does not differed ' at all.
But a Japanese conscience maintains that the year continue
without end ‘or interruption. Then the time is often under-
stood as a metaphor of a river. We say " The time flies
like an arrow" " You can not say the same water of the
river in which you have put your foot" The Greek sage
taught us" PHANTA KORREI" This sentiment is traditionallj
represented by Buddhism in Japan. I will cite an example.

Kaizan Nakazato (1885-1944) was a socialist in his youth,
and contributed his articles to Heimin Shinbun issued by
Kotoku and Sakai during 1903-1905. After the high treason
affair of Kotoku in 1910, he turned his talent into a
routé of literature, and continued to write a novel "DAT
BOSATSU~TOGE" for more than 20 years. The hero of the novel
is Ryunosuke Tsukue, a son of the instructor of the art of
fencing. in the country, Because of his:vain-groly, he lost
his siatus as a gentleman and wandered- around in the low
class of the people. Despite merodramatic situations, the
author. provided for him nihilism and blindness towards
polltlcal stand in those days, i.e. from 1910 to 1930.
Then Nakazato kept his anarchy in the movement of the
country folks and aloof: from the authorlty for his 1life.

iHe interdduced in a scene of the novel rlgorous cast

system 'in Japan. 3
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