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To tell the truth, I had once imagined a decision what would have been, yet the examina-
tions of previous trial were favourabley carried on, which convinced me with & string of
hope that Lhe trial would have been put on fairlv in comparison,. but when 1 have heared
the sentence, 1 felt the blood in my body caught a flame instantly with disappointment
and indignation, while my weak flesh trembled, Ohl my poor friendes and comrades! The
most of them have been unhappily entangled into a scheme contrived by 5 or 6 persons.
Merely with our acquantanceship they have been forced to be a martyr, As they have been
the anarchists, so they ought be cast into an abyss of death.

Oh my poor friendes and comrades! Tt was not merely T to have been surprized, but also
attoneys, jailers,even police men who had attended at the trial on 16 January should have

astonished and understood the truth of the affair with this barbarous decision.
A common feeling has spred on the faces of the audience, which cristalized into a
cold smile of indignation on lips of the defendantes. ‘They could not express neither
word nor voice, Oh! the supreme court! Fair decision! the Japunese Government! the
civilize} country in the Far Bast! Do it your savage, do your §llegal massacre! You
have alréday done in the Akahata Jiken (affair) The Red PTag,s50 this barbarous decision
is not unreasonable? Remember my comrades and you, comrades over the world)

I wanted to comfort my comrades with a word. Wut T could not find a proper word becuse
of my rage, so I muttered only "an astonishing illegal trial" Then I havé?ﬁa? on an
Amigasa all of sudden, Nontrary to =z shift of enterance, I was escorted to go first.

I stood out, “y friends and comrades whom T would heve no chance to see each other
hereinalter. Friendes, who would go up to the gallows together . There might be
friendes who had a bitter feeling to us. Yet anyway they are my friendes and comrades
attended at court together. Farewell 25 personse! 25 sacrifies, farewell.

" I say SAYONARA all of you" hardly I exclaimed,

" Yes, good-byei"

"Good-bye "

A deep voice chased up after my back. When 1 stepped out the court, I heared "BANZAI"
It might be that a passionate activist exclaimed "Anarchist Party foreveri"

Kanno's diary is a long one, the complete version is issued
by the Idea Fublishing house in December. You can obtain it

from Freedom Shop in London in February 1976 due to post
mail system ,

Y. Hashimoto

The Igez putlishing House

c/o Matsuki Ruild.,

1-464 Higashiookubo, Shinjuku-ku
Tokyo, Japan
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EXTRACPS FROM KANNO'S DIARY
= A Diary of loitering on tha Way of Dsath-

by Suga Kanno
(The execution of Suga Xanno (1481-1911) was taken pluce on 25th January 1911, After
40 years her private diary which she had depicted since her ieath sentence in her cell
(exactly from 18th to 24th Jan.) was found ocut This translation ie based on the arran-
gement by Kiyoshi linzai, who has compiled and edited "The Taigyaku Jiken Soshiyo Kire-
ku, literally The Judicul Record of High Trezson Affaip."

Bven now her nature is somewhat distorted into a Vamp or an (mitator of a Russian woman
revolutionary or a shallow woman having no idea but prefering a famous revolutionary,
like Kotoku to her husband Ins—tead of Kanson Arahata, an unknown youth in those days
during ¢ his confinement , ete, But we must not forget that she wes the firet woman
vavolutionary sacrified her life in th@ name o7 Anarchism end 4t the same time & politi
cally concienced woman in NAiji Era, Suga was luzky to have Tound out her identity on
the verge of dedath as @ vevolutionary.)

On 13th January 1931, 141y

i1 have perceived to be sentenced by death, penality, yet T have worried about my com-
rades day and night , how many of them could be rescued, although my body has been carr
ied away in a Kanshiya before noon.

I have geen police men wearing sabers on route of the metropolis coverad sof't beams of
sun light through the window, which made me an anticipation of the result to-day. 1
have been anxious for opening court with burning patience,
The time has come, I huve been escorted up to the let floor, the 2nd floor, then again
to the 1lst floor, the Supreme Court, without me ioning the route, even in the court
guarding has been reinforced two times comparing”that of a public court. Furthermore
attoneys, journalists and the attendantes were so crammed that the wide court seemed to
be filled with the audience. I have felt a slight diziness as I have had a rush of blood
to the head because of difficulty of breathing due to comming up and down, then suffoca-
ting with a stuffy court. Having calmed myself for a while, T have seen my comrade-defen
dantes, but they have showed their anxisty on their brows and kept silence, even being
afraid to smile each other.

( Her waka, a poem was inserted here, but erased afterward,)

A sacrifice of25 yerars of age
is placed before a herd of lion
showing claws and fangs,

After a while, the judges have appeared from the right door in front of us, Death or Life,
the fates of 26 prisoners have been suspended hefore our eyes, They might have felt a
thrill, The clerk had r ead the names of defendant as usual, the chief judge, ¥r. Teurn
opened his mouth with two or three instructiona, then having moistur:ad his throat with
water from & cup, he read a long decision by postponing the main senience ,o,

During his reading and my listening , I have fell z surge of anxiety spreading in my heart,
for the distortion connected to th2 article 73rd hzs become intolerahle, though T have
been patient enougl by pray—ing even if a comrade would be lightened with his penality.
But alas! it nas been &ll] up with us. Besides 1] years of imprisonment of Yiita and 8
years of Zenbei Niimura, the rest 24 comrades have been subj-ectea Lo death sentence!l



